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PARISH CLERK’S REVISED REPORT TO PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 4 NOVEMBER 2014 

 

Plane Tree on the Green 

The diseased plane tree will be felled on 21 November. 

Electricity Meters 

Smart meters have now been installed on the four metered electricity supplies so in future there 

should be no estimated bills. 

Update on Library SLA 

We have received a copy of the proposed SLA from the County Council and a copy is circulated to 

Councillors with this report. 

Repairs to wall in the cemetery 

I have so far received one quotation for this work but am awaiting two others. 

Chittering Playpark 

The surface cleaning has now been completed by Robert (using a hired petrol-driven pressure 

washer). Arrangements are also being made for the overhanging trees to be cut back, so hopefully 

the problem should not arise again for a while. 

 

Litter Pick 

This will take place on 22 November.  Please contact Cllr Brenda Johnson if you would like to 

volunteer to help. 

 

Overhanging Trees and Overgrown Bushes 

I had a meeting with the local County Highways Officer who confirmed that she has organised an 

order for the trees to be cut back where problems had been reported along Burgess Road and 

Bannold Road.  She will have a look at the similar problems on Denny End Road and Car Dyke. The 

trees on Way Lane are the responsibility of the school but she will speak to them about that. 

Christmas Closure 

The parish office will be closed for two weeks from 22 December until 2 January inclusive. 

Council property disposal policy/procedure 

I have been asked about the policy for disposal of council property and would clarify that this is 

covered under the Financial Regulations adopted earlier this year: - 

14.2 No tangible moveable property shall be purchased or otherwise acquired, sold, leased or 

otherwise disposed of, without the authority of the council, together with any other consents 

required by law, save where the estimated value of any one item of tangible movable 

property does not exceed £1000. 

14.3 No real property (interests in land) shall be sold, leased or otherwise disposed of without the 

authority of the council, together with any other consents required by law, In each case a 

Report in writing shall be provided to council in respect of valuation and surveyed condition 

of the property (including matters such as planning permissions and covenants) together 

with a proper business case (including an adequate level of consultation with the electorate). 
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Community Warden Scheme 

Following discussion at the last Parish Council meeting it was agreed that a report be prepared about 

the possibility of setting up a Community Warden scheme. There is no detailed report available as 

yet, but a letter is attached from Cllr J Williamson about the current situation and potential costs 

involved. Pam Thorn hopes to do a more formal report for the December meeting.  

Tree Survey 
The first quotation from an independent consultant is £***.  This would include a site visit and 
inspection of trees for Health & Safety, preparation of tree survey report and plan(s), preparation of 
a schedule of trees and schedule of required works and recommendations for future management.  I 
am looking for a second quotation from another supplier.  
 

Parish Precept 2015-16 

The precept for 2014-2015 (the current year) is £134,422. Our current Council tax base is 1611.8 and 

the amount charged to a Band D householder is £83.40. This puts us currently in the top quartile of 

parishes in South Cambridgeshire.  For 2015-2016 we have just been advised (letter received 3 

November) that our Council tax base will be 1716.4. If we were to freeze our Band D council tax, this 

would lead to a precept of £143,148, an increase of £8,726.  The precept will be considered at the 

next Finance Committee meeting along with the detailed budgeting process. 

Lighting on the Rec 

I have now been advised that the cost of improved lighting to the recreation ground footpaths is 

likely to be around £**** and separately for the car park around £****.  I will be seeking formal 

quotations for this work.  

WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES on 3 November 2014:  

Close Brothers Bank:   £50,383.56 

Cambridge and Counties Bank:  £51,721.50 

Cambridge Building Society:  £51,428.15 

Barclays Bank:     £64,697.84 


